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Hills like White Elephants by Ernest Hemingway
In the Hills like White Elephant, Hemingway uses symbolism to explain on the issue or convey the theme of abortion. The story tells about a man and a woman who are waiting for a train in Spain as they drink beer. Clearly, the man wants the woman to have an abortion which he calls a simple operation and he promises to be with her the entire time to solve the only issue that is bothering them. The man doesn’t mention the woman’s health meaning she was not sick. Since he tells her the operation is optional. The author uses a clearly chosen discussion, strong material objects, symbolic characters and a symbolic title to help the audience understand the intended message of abortion. 
The author uses carefully chosen words to portray the discussion between the man and the woman to represent the issue bothering them. When the woman asks if the man really wants to go on with the operation. It means that the man has some say in the matter and he responds by saying that he is willing to go through with it if it means anything to her since all he wants is her and no one else (44). Here it means that if the woman doesn’t have the operation then there will be somebody else. 
Hemingway uses strong material objects to convey the theme clearly. He uses beer, a railroad station between two tracks, good and bad hillsides to show the theme of abortion. The beer is used to represent the girls and the American couples and the things they routinely do together. The girl says that she wants to try new drinks since she is tired of the same drinks. This means she wants new ways. The good and bad hills shows how the girl must decide how she wants her body to be. If she commits the abortion she will be barren and desolate. If she keeps the pregnancy then she will be plentiful and beautiful. Abortion will lead her to the path of desolate hills and be barren. If she haves the baby then her body will be like a good hill which is plentiful like genesis. This symbolic material shows that the girl in the story has to make life and death decisions. 
The author uses symbolic characters to help in showing the intended message. The girl, American and the woman shows youth, innocence and naivety. She is a girl who is young and probably not ready to leave a youthful life. She is young and in her prime life and she is yet to live and experience new things in life. The author uses this character to show how young girls make decisions on matters of abortion. Most young girls who decide to have babies, they believe that the babies will ruin the lives and youthfulness. The American shows an individual is self-centered and outgoing. The woman represents a mature person who has experienced life. 
The author uses the title of White Elephants on hills to emphasize the story of abortion. The phrase can be traced to Thailand where White Elephants were used by the king to bestow them to members of his court who displeased him. Even though the elephant was considered sacred maintaining the animal was extremely expensive becoming a burden. The White elephant might be assumed as an unwanted thing and the man in the discussion doesn’t want a burden. The author might have used the topic to show that the man can never be pregnant but he can cast away the pregnancy of the woman and the responsibility involved. 
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